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Pirate Family,
Due to the recent passage of Amendment 1 our schools and Athletic Departments are facing a financial crisis that we have never encountered before.

At this time our Athletic Department is scheduling only the minimum number of games for next year. We will be attempting to play boys and girls games on the same night.  Example - Boys and Girls basketball will be taking the same bus to Avon Park and the varsity only will play.

All JV games will be limited to Manatee County and North Sarasota County only.  Our JV teams will not be playing our district opponents.

All transportation cost for athletics will be covered by gate receipts.  This will be impossible due to the cost of transportation.  Athletic buses generally run about $20,000 to $25,000 per year.

We haven't even begun to discuss payment of officials, uniforms, equipment and general operating expenses.

This Athletic Department at Braden River High School could not have survived without the financial support of our Athletic Booster Club.  It is even more important now to get involved and begin raising money for the next several years.  This crisis is not going to go away, it will only get worse.

We DO NOT want to eliminate any sports at Braden River.  So in order to keep all the sports that we have right now, we are going to need major help.  The Boosters this year have raised about $90,000. Those that have been involved know the work that it took to do this.  These 15-20 hard working parents need your help.

If you have a child participating in athletics at Braden River and want them to continue, YOU need to get on board and help raise the necessary funds.  We are in this together and in order to continue everyone needs to help.  Please take the time to get involved with the Athletic Booster Club.
I am sorry to bring this bad news but the entire state is in the same situation with athletics.  With your help, we will overcome all of this.  The members of the Booster Club are committed to keeping all sports active and helping them to get better.  Be a part of something good for your child.

Hook'em Pirates 
Bob Bowling

Athletic Director

